
       Agency Newsletter 

Community Action of Orleans and Genesee 

   March  1st 2024  

Hello Team:  

I hope everyone is doing well! Did you know that this year marks the 60th anniversary of Community 
Action? It all started in January of 1964 when President Lyndon B. Johnson spoke these words:  

“Unfortunately, many Americans live on the outskirts of hope–some because of their poverty, and some because of 
their color, and all too many because of both. Our task is to help replace their despair with opportunity.  

This Administration today, here and now, declares unconditional war on poverty, in America. I urge this Congress and 
all Americans to join with me in that effort.  

It will not be a short or easy struggle, no single weapon or strategy will suffice, but we shall not rest until that war is 
won. The richest Nation on earth can afford to win it. We cannot afford to lose it.”  

Later that year, President Johnson signed the Economic Opportunity Act which became the initial 
funding source for what are now Community Action Agencies which connect millions of individuals 
and families to greater opportunity, transforming their lives and making our communities—and our 
nation—stronger. In 2020, a year impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, Community Action served 
over 9.5 million people (26% of the 37.2 million Americans in poverty, according to 2020 Census    
data)1. Of these, over 3.1 million were children under the age of 17 and over 2.1 million were adults 
over the age of 55.  

Last year our agency, which turns 60 on October 11th, 2025, assisted 4,021 individuals across    
Genesee and Orleans County. You should all be proud of the work we do to continue to fight      
President Johnson’s War on Poverty.  

In other news, we just completed our annual fiscal audit. I am grateful for our amazing Finance Team 
and the hard work they put into completing this. They are making great strides to improve and        
facilitate our fiscal processes.  

Finally, as you may know, our policy allows me the option to designate one additional holiday closure 
of the agency each year. This year, Independence Day falls on a Thursday. What better way to     
celebrate the holiday than a nice long summer weekend? With that, I am declaring Friday, July 5th, 
2024, an agency holiday. Thank you for your commitment to our agency and the communities that we 
support. I hope you can enjoy this extra time off with friends and family.  

Be Part of the Solution! 

 Renée 
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Our mission::   To provide services, with dignity and respect, that help people become self-sufficient 



  

DEBBIE ROTHMUND 

 EMPLOYEE OF         

THE MONTH 

March 2024 

Debbie Rothmund from the Eastern Orleans Community Center 

(Holley Center) has been chosen as our Employee of the Month 

for March 2024.  

 

Debbie already has a tremendous amount of responsibility in her 

role as the Coordinator at the Center. Debbie has a number of   

volunteers and one 10 hour per week assistant. Volunteer            

participation is lower than normal and her assistant has been out   

of work since December 26th.  

Debbie has carried on with the day to day business at the Center, 

all while dealing with unexpected events such as facilitating       

volunteer pick-up of food donations (so the Center could remain 

open), learning a new security system, dealing with the increase 

in food insecure customers, and utilizing a  second hand stove 

that wasn't sufficient for large meal preparation.  

Debbie's work ethic and commitment to                                         

the customers is remarkable.  

Debbie you are truly appreciated daily.  

Thank you for all your hard work! 
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131 S. Main Street, Albion, New York  
(585) 589-1430 



131 S. Main Street, Albion, New York  
(585) 589-1430 

   March 20th, 2024 
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Next Event, Save-the-Date 
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Tax Help  
can be found at our local Libraries. 

 

Orleans County - Hoag Library 

Genesee County - Richmond Memorial  

 

Be sure to schedule a session. 



Our Mitten Box is on the Sharing Table in front of the store and we are working to keep it filled each day. 
If you have any hats, gloves, scarves you would like to donate let us know!  
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131 S. Main Street, Albion, New York 

(585) 589-1430  

 We are accepting      
 donations of Prom items.  

 

Specifically looking for 

                      suits, tux, ties. 

Store Hours :  
Wednesday : 11 AM – 4 PM (DONATION DOOR 11 AM – 3 PM)  
Thursday : 11 AM – 5 :30 PM (DONATION DOOR 11 AM – 3 PM)  
Friday : 11 AM – 5 :30 PM (DONATION DOOR 11 AM – 3 PM)  
Saturday : 10 :30 AM – 3 PM  
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Attention Genesee County Residents:  
Genesee County Seeks Public Input for Website Enhancement 
 

Genesee County invites residents to participate in a survey to enhance the county website: https://
www.co.genesee.ny.us/. The goal is to improve user experience and relevance to community needs. 
 

The survey is accessible at this link: https://bit.ly/GenCoWebSurvey. Community members are        
encouraged to share insights to shape the future of the online platform.  
Your feedback matters! 
 

 

For More Information, Contact:  
Steven Falitico 

Public Communications and Web Design Specialist 
Genesee County, NY 

Ext: 2227 

Direct: 585-815-7825 

steven.falitico@co.genesee.ny.us 

 

https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=genesee.ny.us&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY28uZ2VuZXNlZS5ueS51cy8=&i=NjMwNDU2YTRjZWIyZjgxMGQ4ZWE3OGRk&t=Z2x5Vk8zazRUQ256L0NoWThIUHlpNWFtWnZEWlF3cXpxcmVLaURSTFBkUT0=&h=938865694d0a4b69a0768cf320addb17&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbX
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=genesee.ny.us&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY28uZ2VuZXNlZS5ueS51cy8=&i=NjMwNDU2YTRjZWIyZjgxMGQ4ZWE3OGRk&t=Z2x5Vk8zazRUQ256L0NoWThIUHlpNWFtWnZEWlF3cXpxcmVLaURSTFBkUT0=&h=938865694d0a4b69a0768cf320addb17&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbX
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=bit.ly&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9iaXQubHkvR2VuQ29XZWJTdXJ2ZXk=&i=NjMwNDU2YTRjZWIyZjgxMGQ4ZWE3OGRk&t=TEVSQ2FEUlNSTTBVNTc3VUxBQzlUdnl3bFNVSjZiR2NuODk2aUtFZXA0Zz0=&h=938865694d0a4b69a0768cf320addb17&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbX7Yytw4D
mailto:steven.falitico@co.genesee.ny.us
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Two Great Opportunities 
available in Genesee County.  
 

March 13th & March 27th  

Please RSVP to David Dodge 

ddodge@caoginc.org 

Held at our Genesee County office:  

5073 Clinton Street Road, Batavia, NY 
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CODE BLUE 
Genesee County Procedures 

 

Former Governor Andrew Cuomo issued Executive Order 151 in 2016 
which enacted Code Blue policies. These policies provide guidance to 

ensure that all homeless individuals in NY have shelter when the 
temperature is 32 DEGREES OR BELOW – including windchill. 

 
Every county has an individual Code Blue Plan. Per Genesee County’s 
plan, placements are done through DSS. Please note that this does not 
eliminate the screening process DSS uses to determine the availability 
of other resources to meet the individual’s needs. 
 
During business hours     After hours 
Department of Social Services    Sheriff’s Office 
5130 East Main St.      (585)343-5000 
Batavia, NY 14020 
(585)344-2580 
 

• During business hours, 9-4 Monday-Friday, individuals can go to 
the Salvation Army to get out of the cold. The office may 
occasionally close early on Thursdays. 

 

• During Code Blue, law enforcement will approach individuals 
appearing to be homeless after hours and offer a referral for 
shelter. If the individual accepts, Sheriff’s Office will contact the 
DSS on-call worker. 

 

• If an individual refuses shelter assistance during Code Blue and 
MH concerns are present, call Care + Crisis Helpline at 585-283-
5200 and ask to speak to Genesee County on-call MH worker. 

 

• After business hours, Sheriff’s office to transport client(s) to 
housing placement if needed. 
 

Updated 1/2024 
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