
        Agency Newsletter 

Community Action of Orleans and Genesee 

      May  1st 2024  

Our mission::   To provide services, with dignity and respect, that help people become self-sufficient 

 Community Action of Orleans and Genesee, Inc.      www.caoginc.org                            Page 1 of 20 

Hello Team: 

Happy Community Action Month and 60th Year Anniversary of Community Action!   

I hope you have had a chance to see some of our celebratory billboards in Orleans and Genesee 

county.  We appreciate the Orleans and Genesee County Legislators for proclaiming May as 

Community Action Month and also commemorating our 60th.  Here is a link to the Orleans Hub story on 

the proclamation: Community Action congratulated on 60th anniversary in US, 59 years in Orleans | Orleans Hub  

We will be receiving the Genesee county award on May 22nd.  Thank you to Jan Albanese for 

organizing our 60th anniversary activities.  

As previously announced several months ago, we put out a survey asking for ideas of things we could 

do to make our agency a more attractive place to work.  Based on your ideas, the Personnel 

Committee formulated a proposal that has since been approved by our Board of Directors. Effective 

5/1/2024, our agency will officially recognize December 24th (Christmas Eve) and December 31st (New 

Years Eve) as paid holidays.  Many thanks to our Board of Directors for this wonderful added “perk”.    

I forgot to mention last month that in March, I was invited to our Batavia Head Start and Early Head 

Start to read to the children in celebration of Read Across America. It was a great experience and really 

gave me a clear perspective of what our teacher experience on a daily basis. Wrangling a room full of 

children is quite the task and completely exhausting!! I respect and admire those who are taking care of 

our Head Start children. Your dedication is clear. Thank you to all of you and a special thanks to 

Nevada Dressel for inviting me.  

Last month I mentioned the podcast that I participated in to discuss Population Health. You can listen to 

that here:  Pop Health Podcast: Empowering CBOs with Data on Apple Podcasts 

As a reminder….June 14th is our annual in-service. We are going to have speakers from all agency 

programs so we can all learn what each program offers so we can better work together as a team to 

provide wraparound support to our customers. I am looking forward to seeing all of you. Thank you for 

all that you do! 

Be Part of the Solution! 

 Renée 



 

 EMPLOYEE OF         

THE MONTH 

May 2024 

Alishia joined our agency as a CCR&R Specialist and Trainer in March 2022. Since 
then she has shown an interest in all parts of the agency and been willing to help in 
any way she can. She is friendly, professional and willing to do whatever she can for 
anyone. She is willing to share any/all agency information at events and meetings. 
Even while taking care of her own job duties, she reaches out to others to see if she 
can help or make things easier. This has been especially evident recently. She has 
filled in when needed/asked for   Batavia HS staffing, she has assisted EHSCCP (very 
short-staffed) with tasks and errands  others could not accomplish,  including at our 
Partner sites, she was extremely helpful in getting the new phone systems installed 
in Batavia when most staff were on vacation, and she does what ever she can to help 
the Genesee Case Management Services while they are short staffed. It doesn't 
matter  to her if it is answering a door or covering a shift, she does it with a willing 
heart, a professional attitude and a smile!  

I believe you have all heard the definition of a TEAM- Together Everyone Achieves 
More, Alishia's behavior exemplifies this! Her care and concern for those we serve 
and for her agency co-workers is an example for all of us!  

Thank -you Alishia for being on our TEAM!!!!   

Alishia Foss  
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Community Action Congratulated on 60th anniversary in US. 

ALBION – The Orleans County Legislature on Tuesday presented a proclamation in honor of Community  
Action’s 60th

 anniversary and also May as Community Action month. 

“We are grateful to Orleans County for this proclamation, and we are proud of the work we do for our  
community,” said Community Action’s director Renee Hungerford. 

Hungerford explained Community Action agencies connect millions of individuals and families for greater 
opportunity, transforming their lives and making communities – and the nation – stronger. In 2020, the 
year impacted by Covid-19, Community Action nationwide served more than 9.5 million people (or 26 %  
of the 37.2 million Americans living in poverty). 

Last year, Community Action of Orleans and Genesee assisted over 4,000 individuals to help them over-
come the impacts of poverty and to work toward achieving self-sufficiency. 

Highlights from 2023 include: 4,021 individuals assisted; 1,541 benefited from food pantries; 5,405 meals 
served at the Holley center; 288 children and families supported by Head Start programs; 96 homes 
weatherized; 311 individuals assisted to avoid eviction; 421 adolescents received education on making 
good life choices through ACT; and 2,739 received transportation trips. 

Helping people in need has been the focus of Community Action agencies throughout the country since 
President Lyndon Johnson signed the Economic Opportunity Act in 1964. 

(Cont’d on page 4) 

By Ginny Kropf, correspondent 
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His speech in January of that year paved the way for fighting the “war on poverty,” and led to his signing 
the Economic Opportunity Act, which became the initial funding source for what are now Community Action 
agencies. 

“We are proud of the work we do to continue to fight President Johnson’s War on Poverty,” Hungerford 
said. “I am grateful to Orleans County legislature for their support of our agency and the important work we 
do to raise up the communities that we assist. Also, many thanks to the donors and volunteers who help 
make our positive outcomes possible.” 

This year is the 60th anniversary of Community Action agencies nationwide. It is the 59th anniversary of 
the establishment of Community Action in Orleans County. 

It was 1965 when chairman of the Orleans County Board of Supervisors, Raymond Pahura, appointed a 
committee to study ways in which Orleans County might benefit from the Economic Opportunity Act (War 
on Poverty). 

Arden McAllister, a Medina history teacher who represented the Migrant Ministry, was named temporary 
chairperson of that committee. An action committee was also formed which included Clayton Scharping, 
sanitary inspector; Arthur Nenni, Welfare Commissioner; and Zelma Duckett of the Migrant Ministry. This 
committee was formed to study local needs for housing, migrant labor and youth training, as well as         
problems facing older Americans. 

In June of that year, the Rev. Jack Smith of Christ Episcopal Church in Albion was appointed the first chair-
man of the newly formed Orleans Community Action Committee, with programs funded with 90 percent 
Federal funds and Orleans County contributing 10 percent. Vice chair was the Rev. Johnnie Johnson from 
Shiloh Baptist Church, secretary was Zelma Duckett and treasurer was Paul Bower, a bank official in     
Albion. 

In July, 1965, Jerim Klapper was selected as the first executive director, and under the anti-poverty       
programs the following were begun: Head Start, Family Planning, Legal Aid, Neighborhood Youth Corps 
and People’s Opportunity. The agency was incorporated on Sept. 13, 1965. 

Head Start and later Children’s Health Assurance Program were formed to teach children and help with 
good health practices. Next came the Eastern Orleans Community Center – Community Action’s satellite 
office in Holley, to assist with senior citizens and pre-schoolers. 

This was followed by Community Action Transportation System (CATS) to transport senior citizens, and 
Community Action Resource and Educational Service (CARES), which was a mobile van traveling the 
county to inform residents of the programs available under the newly formed Orleans Community Action 
Committee. 

Since 1965, many programs have spun off and many new programs were developed. After Klapper        
resigned in in 1968, David Bower became executive director until 1970, followed by Emma Ford until 1972, 
at which time Charles Pulley took over the helm until 1992. 

(Cont’d on page 5) 



 Community Action of Orleans and Genesee, Inc.      www.caoginc.org                            Page  5  of 20  

Upon his retirement, deputy director James Scharping became executive director. He retired in Sept. 30, 
2005 and Edward Fancher, who was then operations director, became executive director. Sadly, in May 
2020, Fancher died after a courageous battle with cancer. Renee Hungerford joined the agency as execu-
tive director in October 2020. 

“Now, more than 50 years later, we have grown to be an agency with an operating budget of more than $7 
million and employ more than 130 people,” Hungerford said. 

The agency serves both Orleans and Genesee counties with sites in Albion, Holley, Medina, Kendall and 
Batavia. The agency began providing services in Genesee County in the 1970s, and was officially designat-
ed as the Community Action agency in Genesee County in 1988. In 2008, the legal name was changed to 
Community Action of Orleans and Genesee to better reflect the service area. 

Programs they operate are CATS, Emergency Services, food pantry, weatherization, child care resource 
and referral, ACT, job skills and budgeting workshops, tax assistance, a thrift store and employment skills 
training site, and have expanded Head Start to include Early Head Start. They collaborate with other local 
agencies, such as United Way, Ministry of Concern, Department of Social Services in Genesee and Orle-
ans counties, Office for the Aging, Red Cross and many more. 

“As we continue to grow, we are increasing our efforts on becoming a data driven, results oriented organi-
zation,” Hungerford said. “This enables us to measure our impact and ensure resources are directed to-
ward the greatest needs of our communities and the mission of helping people become self-sufficient.” 

Watch our Website and Social Media for other May Anniversary happenings.   

Can you find our four (4) billboards 
in Orleans & Genesee Counties?  
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Community Action’s Mission Statement  
To provide services, with dignity and respect, that help people become self-sufficient.  

 

 

 

 

 

Community Action’s Promise 

Community Action changes people’s lives, embodies the spirit of hope, improves communities, and 
makes America a better place to live.  We care about the entire community, and we are dedicated to 

helping people help themselves and each other. 

 The Agency will be closed on  

 Monday, May 27, 2024  
 In honor of Memorial Day. 
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Born 4:31 pm  
April 9, 2024 

5lbs, 5 ounces  
19.5 inches long  

 

Artie, Stacie and baby Tucker  
  

Tucker is now settled in at home with Mom and Dad. 
Staice is EHSCCP Manager, practicing on her own boy 

everything she has  told others over her years           
with the  program.  

   

On the birth of  

 



    Questions: please call (585) 589-5605 x 103 
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              CCR&R Orleans (585) 589-5088                   CCR&R Genesee (585) 343-7727 
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Use this QR code to see the latest Job Opportunities at Community Action.   

-or- visit our Website (caoginc.org) and look under the ‘Join Our Team’ tab. 



Congratulations Taryn! 

 Community Action of Orleans and Genesee, Inc.      www.caoginc.org                            Page 10 of 20  

On April 18 Taryn Moyle, CCR&R Manager was inducted into Albion Rotary Club. Community Action Leader-
ship has consistently been a part of Albion Rotary for over 30 years  ( Ed Fancher previously and Bonnie      
Malakie, since 2002).  “ Rotary is a global network of 1.4 million neighbors, friends, leaders, and problem-

solvers who see a world where people unite and take action to create lasting change – across the globe, in our 
communities, and in ourselves.” The Albion Rotary Club has been in existence for over 100 years. The Club 
meets at least twice monthly, and focuses on the following  international avenues of service:  Club Service; 
Vocational Service; Community Service; International Service; Youth Service. Club Members serve regularly to 
make sure these areas are covered. Locally, Albion Rotary supports the Albion Interact Club (Youth Service 
branch of Rotary) in the Albion School District, sponsors the Strawberry Festival, holds fundraising events   
annually that support various local agencies and programs (ex. Office for the Aging, Community Action, Youth 
Sports, etc). Local Clubs have oversight from District and International Leadership. All Rotarians volunteer 
their time and talents to  strengthen relationships and the communities they live in as well as world causes. 
Internationally Rotary is best known for its long-standing  commitment to the eradication of polio (over 99.5% 
worldwide). Taryn has been involved in many community groups and programs over the years (both work re-
lated and personally). She enjoys volunteer work and is committed to doing what she can to make our service 
area a better place for all to live and grow. I’m proud to be the sponsor for Taryn in the Albion Rotary Club 
and  confident she will represent Community Action very well in this important local service Club. 

Bonnie 
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Heather Guido is a Family/Community Partnership Specialist in the EHSCCP Program.   

She received her Master's of Science in Human Services from Purdue University in 
January 2024. This is a great honor and was difficult to accomplish with work and 
family as well as school!  

Heather! 
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131 S. Main Street, Albion, New York 

(585) 589-1430  
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May 
2024 

Sales Calendar 

Store Hours 
 

Wednesday : 11 AM to 4 PM (Donations 11 AM to 3 PM) 

Thursday : 11 A M to 5 :30 PM (Donations 11 AM to 3 PM) 

Friday : 11 AM to 5 :30 PM (Donations 11 AM to 3 PM) 

Saturday : 10 :30 AM to 3 Pm 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

   BOGO Shoes Knick Knacks 

15% off 

BOGO Dishes Small Appliances  

30% off 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

   Fill a bag- Books 

$5  

Electronics  

15% off 

Pots and Pans 

15% off 

Mothers Day 

Special 

Make a Basket 

for Mom $5 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

   Kids toys  

20% off 

Flower Vases 

50% off 

BOGO Clothing One Stop 

50% off 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

   Furniture  

30% off 

Glassware 

30% off 

Christmas 

Section 

20% off 

BOGO Kids 

Clothes and 

Shoes 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

   Porcelain Dolls 

30% off 

DVD/CD/Computer 

Games 

0.25 each 

Linens 

15% off 

BOGO Clothing 
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