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Our mission::   To provide services, with dignity and respect, that help people become self-sufficient 

Hello Team: 

Tuesday, November 5th is Election Day!  I want to take a moment to remind each of you about the profound importance of voting. Our work is rooted in the belief 

that every individual has the power to make a difference. This belief extends beyond our daily efforts and into the civic duty we all share, the act of voting. 

Voting is more than just a right; it is a powerful tool for change. It is the cornerstone of our democracy and a direct way to influence the policies and leaders that 

shape our communities. Each vote contributes to the collective voice that determines the direction of our society. There are potential policy amendments that 

could profoundly impact our agency and key programs. It is critical that we educate ourselves with information and make thoughtful decisions. 

As employees of a Community Action Agency, we understand the challenges and needs of our community better than most. By voting, we ensure that our voic-

es, and the voices of those we assist, are heard. Whether local elections, state elections, or national elections, every vote counts and every election matters. 

In other news, if you have been with the agency for a while, you may remember NEAR training that I presented a couple of year ago at our in-service. NEAR 

stands for neuroscience, epigenetics, Adverse childhood experiences, and resilience. This training explores the physiological as well as emotional impacts of    

traumatic experiences in childhood and how this impacts not only these individuals as adults…but potentially also their descendants. It is a fascinating topic that 

focuses on helping us understand how to help people who have experienced trauma, and how to build resilience and minimize the adverse effects. I will be      

presenting this topic at the Head Start staff development day event as well as a virtual session on Wednesday, November 20 th and 2:30 pm. I will be sending 

more information in the NEAR (get it?) future on how to enroll. Please discuss with your manager before enrolling to ensure we have adequate staff coverage. If 

you do take this training, I ask that you complete an online course evaluation upon completion. I will send a link, via email, when I send the additional information 

about the training session. 

Thank you for all that you do! 

Be Part of the Solution! 

 Renée  



 

Community  

Action of  

Orleans &  

Genesee 

Nichole is our Emergency Service Assistant at the Albion office. The 

recent staffing challenges left Nichole responsible for handling the 

case load for both Albion and Batavia while I tried to cover when and 

where I could. She handled each and every customer with nothing 

but dignity and respect. She stepped up to handle the additional     

responsibilities of the food pantry operations in both counties. 

Through the entire hiring process to fill the vacancies on our team, 

Nichole remained steady and ensured our services continued seam-

lessly. Nichole is deserving of  the Employee of the Month! Thank   

you for your dedication and determination.  
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In the Child Care Resource and Referral: 

Alishia traveled to Albany on October 22nd through the 23rd for the Stronger Together Forum     focused on the 
Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) and Legally Exempt Enrollment Agency Staff  

Purpose of the forum: 

• enhancing collaboration between CCAP staff and legally exempt enrollment 

•      Importance of legally exempt providers in the community 

•      Discussion on challenges faced by staff, providers, and families in child care assistance and legal exemptions 

•      Networking opportunities to build partnerships for ongoing support 

•      Key priorities for CCAP and legally exempt enrollment agencies going forward 
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 Wishing Tree  

                 At Main Street Corner Thrifts, Gifts and More 

 

 

Our Wishing Tree will be set up during the first week of November. This tree will hold coupons that members of our community can purchase ahead of 
time for us to hang on the tree that can be used by other community members who might be going through a tough time this holiday season and may 
need a helping hand. These coupons are for 2 pairs of socks, 1 winter jacket, $5 toward a purchase for a gift, or $5 toward some warm clothing in the 
store.  
 

We also have the option to write a wish for the tree. After filling out a short intake so we can track the wishes, the anonymous wish will be posted to the 
tree and is open to be adopted by anyone. Once the gift has been brought to the store, we will contact the person who had entered it for pickup. 
 

We did have our tree up last year and it was great to watch as the community stepped in to help each other, so this year I wanted to make it a bit easier 
for others to access. This year we have links so that the coupons can be purchased online for those who might not be able to make it in to the store. We 
will then make sure that they are all hung on our tree, and all wishes will be regularly updated to our Facebook page (again, completely anonymous). If 
we have extra coupons we will distribute them to other Community Action locations, and warming shelters to be given out.  
 

 

2 Pairs of Socks 

 https://square.link/u/CBgD3sXL 

 

1 Winter Jacket 

 https://square.link/u/vixHZGF4 

 

$5 Toward Clothing 

https://square.link/u/oVzXAV6k 

$5 Toward Merchandise/Gift 

 https://square.link/u/x3hxLAjU 

 

https://square.link/u/CBgD3sXL
https://square.link/u/vixHZGF4
https://square.link/u/oVzXAV6k
https://square.link/u/x3hxLAjU
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